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Musings from the Editor
Well, I don’t think any of us were prepared
for all of the events that unfolded this past year.
So many things that we all enjoy had to be postponed or totally cancelled: family gatherings,
trips, art shows, etc…..
As wildlife artists, I feel we had a bit of an
advantage as we like to be outside, we like to express how we feel about wildlife, and we certainly
had time for studio work.
Life on “hold” gave us time to reflect on
our priorities and to assess what is important to
us . That reflection should enable us to perhaps
use our time a little more wisely and to make the
time for those things we hold dear.

Char Hulse
tenwyck@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary
Sara Wilson
jawsaw87@aol.com

Membership
Marian Betts
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Hopefully, as this year finds us in a new
place of awareness, we move forward with hope,
and confidence and renewed energy for what life
has in store for us. I’m hoping we can bring our
appreciation of wildlife and wildlife art to more
people.
Marianne Ballenger
www.indianawildlifeartists.org
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Notes from our President
2021-01 From the President
I hope all of you are well despite the pandemic. While at home in Indianapolis I enjoy watching the Canadian geese and mallard ducks, but now I am in Naples, FL. From the condo that I rent I can often
see a flock of white ibis. I thought you might enjoy learning more about these birds. Ibis is pronounced
with a long "i" sound for the first letter. From various pages found at https://www.allaboutbirds.org/
guide/White_Ibis/ it says that these are long red-legged wading birds.

When they are young they are a mottled brown and white. Just as humans age and our hair turns white,
when ibises mature their feathers are mainly white with black feathers on their wingtips. They are noted
for their curved beaks and often are abundant in marshes and near water. They nest near water. One of
the many facts that I did not know was that a baby ibis has a straight beak. Not until it is about 14 days
old does its beak start to curve.
They normally forage in groups and are found in shallow water which is usually no greater than 8 inches
deep. They "feel" for their prey by sticking their beaks into the muddy bottom and pinch or stab fish,
frogs, crabs etc. They change their nests from year to year. It takes about 7 days to build their nests
which usually are in the fork of a tree. The ibis seems to be a fairly common bird in Florida.
Blessings,
Diana Hunter, President
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Nature Journaling
Nature journaling is an excellent way to get out
in the field and make observations that will come
in useful in creating meaningful artwork with
wildlife and the places they live. Rather than just
relying on a camera to record what we see, by
keeping a nature journal we can record thoughts
about what we are observing—noticing things,
seeing similarities, wondering “why”.

You definitely do not need to “take a class” in order
to become proficient at journaling. You just need to
do it. However, there are a number of inspirational
artists who can give you good tips. Just look up nature journaling on YouTube, google it, and you will
also find inspiration for getting started on Facebook
and Instagram. There are also a number of Facebook pages devoted to those who create nature journals—such as the Nature Journal Club.
You may prefer to head out alone on your
journaling trips, or go with a friend—or perhaps get the next generation started by taking
along a niece, nephew, grandchild…. Make
sure that everyone has art supplies to use and
that you gear your trip to the individuals involved. You should always have your art supplies in a bag by the door so that whenever the
chance comes, you are ready to take advantage of the opportunity. It is also wise to
have some personal comforts like water, a
snack, a hat, sunscreen, bug repellent, & perhaps a map of the area . Another handy thing
is a small set of binoculars.

Make sure your bag is lightweight, sturdy, & user friendly for you. Messenger
bags come in various sizes and shapes.
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Nature Journaling
Your nature journal supplies can be as simple
or as complex as you wish. The thing is, they
should be kept together and kept in a bag that
you can grab as you go out the door. You may
wish to have a small bag for quick trips and a
larger one for lengthier studies that has more
of the art gear you like to use. You might
want to start out very simply with a small pad
and pencil and gather additional supplies as
you do more journaling.

Make sure to take the kinds of things you like to use to
sketch and to take notes. You will probably want to start
out minimal and add things as you think they will enhance
your experience. This is a small manufactured travel watercolor set. You can also make one very easily using an empty mint tin and just putting in pans of the colors you tend
to use most. Maybe you would prefer to take colored pencils or markers. Remember, these are field notes—you
don’t have to take every color.
Be comfortable by choosing comfortable clothing and
shoes that are suited to the place you plan to journal. (It
might be your backyard!!!) Check the weather to see if
you need a jacket or rain gear. It might be smart to take
clean socks and shoes as a back-up when you get back to
your car. Always let someone know where you plan to be.
Give yourself enough time to really get to experience your
surroundings. Take your curiosity!
Remember, this is all for your own personal enjoyment
and enrichment. Don’t worry about what you think the
“quality” of your work is—it is reference and meant to
be enjoyable to you.
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Mary Clouse has been selected
for Signature Status with the
Watercolor Society of Indiana.

Spirit Takes Flight
A Splash of Love

Snap of a Twig

Mourning
Has
Broken

Misty
Spring
Sunset
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Photography by:

Pat Grigg
Sandhill crane migration
Linton, IN

White
pelicans

Snow geese
In flight
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Canus Lupus
Gray wolves are the ancestors of all domestic dogs. They are the largest nondomestic of the dog family and have a life
span of 6 to 8 years in the wild. Wolves
play a vital role in the ecosystem. Their
presence insures a balance of predator
and prey.
Their historic range covered over 2/3 of the United States.
Hunting and trapping greatly reduced their numbers until
they were protected. They have been reintroduced into
certain areas (like Yellowstone NP). They are no longer
on the threatened list.
Wolves are carnivores that live in packs (usually 4 to 9, but
that can vary). They have a pack hierarchy with an alpha
male and female at the top. Usually only the alpha pair are
a breeding pair. They mate for life.
A particular behavior is the pack howl. They do not howl
at the moon, but rather for pack bonding and establishing
territory
The breeding season lasts from late January through March
with a gestation period of 63 days. There are usually 6 to 8
pups in a litter. They are bone in dens and the whole pack
takes part in feeding and raising them.
Wolf park in Battleground, Indiana, is a research facility
for wolves. They have many programs available for the
public like tours, howl night, bison interactions an also
photography sessions, etc… It is well worth a trip there to
see the wolves interact with each other.
The pictures on this page were taken by Marianne Darling
Ballenger on two different photo trips there.
http://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Mammals/Gray-Wolf
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals/g/gray-wolf/
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Indiana is blessed with many, many beautiful and natural areas. You
can help preserve these places in many ways:
1. Become a member of a volunteer group at a state park, nature preserve or land trust. There are many things you can do to help.
2. Participate in clean-up days—the recent heavy usage of these areas
has really had an impact.
3. Donate to the preservation of these areas.
4. Watch what is happening politically to our public lands & add your
voice to the conversation.
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Call for Artists
October 7th - 29th, 2021

Indiana Wildlife Artist Sponsored Exhibit
For all IWA Members
at

Sugar Creek Art Center
127 South Pearl Street, Thorntown, IN 46071

Acceptable subjects:

Mammals, reptiles & amphibians, birds, insects, sea animals. Pets are included in this
exhibit.

Acceptable Artwork:
•

work currently in the 2021 Annual Exhibit

•

Other work that has not been exhibited at Sugar Creek Art Center

•

All mediums welcome

Display Requirements:
•

unframed canvases must have finished edges

•

All 2D pieces must be wired for hanging

•

3D pieces must be ready to be displayed

20% commission on art up to $100. 30% on artwork selling over $100.

RSVP by February 15th to:
Char Hulse: tenwyck@gmail.com or
Diana Hunter: diana.hunter3082@gmail.com
Drop off dates: October 2nd (10 a.m. to 3 p.m. & October 3rd (1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Pickup dates: October 30th (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) & October 31 (1 p.m. to 3 p.m.)
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In conjunction with the Annual Meeting
August 28 to September 30. 2021
1200 N. Minnetrista Parkway

Exhibit Categories:
1. Painting: oil, alkyd, acrylic, transparent or opaque
watercolor or any water media.
2. Drawing: pastel, charcoal, graphite, colored pencil,
scratchboard, ink.
3. Photography: film or digital, with or without standard
enhancements, film or digitally manipulated images.

4. Digital Art: using digital technology that imitates any
or all of the above categories. May include
photo, painting and drawing manipulation.
5. Three Dimensional: sculpture created in any durable

material.
6. Mixed Media: any combination of media or artwork
Not covered in the above categories.
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The artist and the photographer seek the mysteries and the adventure
of experience in nature. Ansel Adams.

Let’s Get Going
There are a number of things that we can do as a
group is the coming year. Some ideas:
•

Visit some asrt centers that have wildlife
shows

•

Go birding

•

Wildflower hikes

•

Perhaps a field trip to Wolf Park

Indiana Wildlife Artists, Inc. is a not-for-

Photography by: Ed Allen

profit organization which promotes the advancement of wildlife art as a fine art, providing wildlife artists an opportunity to meet, to learn and to
exhibit their work. With our artwork, we encourage the appreciation and understanding of wildlife among the general public, and assist conservation groups with education for the benefit of
wildlife.

